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RECOGNIZE THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF KAPPA ALPHA PSI FRATER-
NITY, INC. 

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the achievements of Kappa Alpha 
Psi Fraternity, Incorporated. 

Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Incorporated is 
a collegiate Greek-letter fraternity with a pre-
dominantly African-American membership. 
Since the fraternity’s founding on January 5, 
1911 on the campus of Indiana University in 
Bloomington, Indiana, the fraternity has never 
limited membership based on color, creed or 
national origin. The fraternity has over 150,000 
members with 721 undergraduate and alumni 
chapters in every state of the United States, 
and International chapters in the United King-
dom, Germany, Korea, Japan, United States 
Virgin Islands, Nigeria, and South Africa. 
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Incorporated cele-
brated its 100th anniversary on January 5, 
2011, and is one of only four predominantly 
African American collegiate fraternities to do 
so. 

Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Incorporated 
was founded by ten African-American college 
students, the Elder Watson Diggs, Dr. Ezra 
Dee Alexander, Dr. Byron K. Armstrong, Attor-
ney Henry T. Asher, Dr. Marcus P. Blakemore, 
Paul W. Caine, George W. Edmond, Dr. Guy 
L. Grant, Edward G. Irvin, John M. Lee. 

The fraternity sponsors programs providing 
community service, social welfare and aca-
demic scholarship through the Kappa Alpha 
Psi Foundation and is a supporter of the 
United Negro College Fund and Habitat for 
Humanity, the Saint Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital, the Guide Right Service Program, 
along with the Kappa Leadership and Devel-
opment League. 

In addition to the community service con-
tributions made by Kappa men, these gentle-
men also make contributions and achieve in 
every field of human endeavor. Kappa men 
are leaders in the fields of law, business, edu-
cation, healthcare, athletics and entertainment. 
Also, eight members of the Congressional 
Black Caucus are proud members of Kappa 
Alpha Psi Fraternity, Incorporated: SANFORD 
D. BISHOP, Jr.; WILLIAM LACY CLAY, Jr.; JOHN 
CONYERS, Jr.; ALCEE L. HASTINGS; HAKEEM 
JEFFRIES; AL LAWSON; DONALD MCEACHIN; and 
BENNIE G. THOMPSON. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud the philanthropic and 
achieving spirit of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, 
Incorporated. As a hard-working and generous 
group of men, you are admired by many for 
the vigor that you possess and for the service 
that you render to others. 

CONGRATULATING WILLIAM A. 
SCOTT ON HIS 100TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. ADAM KINZINGER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mr. KINZINGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate William A. Scott of New Bruns-
wick, New Jersey on turning 100 this May. Mr. 
Scott is the grandfather of my constituent, Mi-
chael Koolidge—a fellow veteran and syn-
dicated radio host in Rockford, Illinois. 

When World War II broke out, Mr. Scott an-
swered the call of duty and enlisted in the 
U.S. Navy. ‘‘Scotty’’ as his fellow sailors called 
him, was a Seaman Second Class and spent 
time working on torpedo bomber planes that 
were eventually deployed throughout the world 
in the Allied war effort. During his service, Mr. 
Scott was awarded the American Theater Rib-
bon and the World War Two Victory Medal. 

Following America’s victory, Mr. Scott re-
turned to work at the Calco Chemical Com-
pany in Bound Brook, New Jersey, working 
there for the next several decades as a Plas-
tics and Banbury Operator. After retirement, 
Mr. Scott traveled with his wife, Betty to all 48 
continental states in the same car, a Volks-
wagen Beetle to see everything this great 
country of ours had to offer. 

In addition to volunteering in his community 
for the Meadows Foundation historic preserva-
tion group, Mr. Scott has been a member of 
the American Legion Post 12 in Somerville, 
New Jersey for four decades, where he held 
several key positions, such as Sergeant at 
Arms and Honor Guard. He has continued to 
provide numerous memorial services for fellow 
veterans and servicemen during his time at 
the American Legion Post 12. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Sixteenth 
Congressional District, I would like to sincerely 
congratulate William, his grandson, Michael, 
and the rest of their family on this amazing 
milestone and life achievement. 

f 

CELEBRATING COMMERCE 
TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY LIBRARY 

HON. DAVID A. TROTT 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to cel-
ebrate the opening of the new Commerce 
Township Community Library. 

Since 2005, the Commerce Township Com-
munity Library has served the residents of 
Commerce Township and Wolverine Lake by 
providing a wealth of knowledge for those of 
every generation. 

This year, they moved to a new location, 
one more centrally located within our commu-

nity, representing the vital role they play as an 
educational epicenter for residents. 

Commerce Township Community Library’s 
new location now offers a children’s reading 
room, allowing our community’s youngest 
minds to foster their creativity and imagination 
in a space created just for them. 

The over 10,000 additional square feet of-
fered by their new facility allows staff to con-
tinue to curate and grow their collection while 
preserving the vast knowledge already housed 
on their shelves. 

In an age of ever-changing technology, the 
dedicated staff who serve at Commerce Town-
ship Community Library have ensured they 
continue to evolve in a 21st century world, of-
fering eBooks, eAudiobooks, and eMagazines, 
along with free technology classes. 

As a place of learning and discovery, I ap-
plaud the Commerce Township Community Li-
brary for the vital role they play in fostering the 
continued learning and intellectual growth of 
our entire community. I look forward to wit-
nessing all of the great work they continue to 
do as they serve our community from their 
new facility. 

f 

ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
L’AMBIANCE PLAZA COLLAPSE 

HON. JAMES A. HIMES 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, April 23rd marked 
the thirtieth anniversary of one of the gravest 
tragedies in the history of the State of Con-
necticut: the collapse of L’Ambiance Plaza, a 
16-story tower under construction in Bridge-
port. 

I rise today to extend my condolences and 
pay tribute to the 28 workers who lost their 
lives in the collapse, the 22 survivors whose 
lives were forever changed, and the countless 
first responders and volunteers who spent ten 
days searching the debris for their friends and 
neighbors. The victims were family in the 
House of Labor—a collection of carpenters, 
ironworkers, and pipefitters—whose tragic and 
preventable deaths remind us that we must 
never give up the fight for safer workplaces. 

Today, 30 years on since this tragedy at 
L’Ambiance Plaza, I give my sincere thanks to 
the Fairfield County Labor Council, the Fair-
field County Building Trades, the Connecticut 
State Building Trades and the Connecticut 
AFL–CIO—all of whom have advocated for 
safer construction sites and workplaces. We 
owe it to the victims of this disaster to advo-
cate for measures that make Connecticut’s 
workplaces safer and protect the good men 
and women of Connecticut’s workforce. 
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THE FIRST 100 DAYS OF THE 

TRUMP PRESIDENCY AND ITS 
IMPACT ON MINORITY COMMU-
NITIES 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 1, 2017 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, thank you, Con-
gressman VEASEY, Congressman MCEACHIN 
and Congresswoman PLASKETT, for organizing 
tonight’s special order hour on environmental 
justice and Trump’s 100 days: ‘‘What do we 
have to lose?’’ I’d also like to thank Chair 
RICHMOND for his tireless leadership as the 
CBC continues to be the conscience of the 
Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, we have a lot to lose under 
this administration—who at every turn—wants 
to roll back protections for our communities 
and for our environment. And make no mis-
take: communities of color are most impacted 
by these decisions and often bear the brunt of 
climate change and pollution. 

In my home district, West Oakland residents 
are disproportionately exposed to dirty air pol-
lution that is 90 times higher than the average 
Californian. 90 times. As a result, many West 
Oakland residents experience more asthma 
attacks, heart failures and strokes. On aver-
age, West Oakland residents have a higher 
death rate than other Californians just be-
cause of where they live. This is a shame and 
a disgrace. But these inequalities are not new. 

In 2013, the American Academy of Allergy 
and Asthma found that one in six African 
American children and one in nine Latino chil-
dren suffered from asthma compared to just 1 
in 15 white children. These numbers are unac-
ceptable and they should be a wake-up call to 
all of us to do more to fight for environmental 
justice. But with the current administration we 
must be ready for an uphill battle. 

Last weekend marked President Trump’s 
100 days in office—which is really just 100 
days of chaos, corruption, and dysfunction. In 
fact, the Trump administration has shown in 
the past 100 days that they are more com-
mitted to padding their pockets than protecting 
our planet. In three months, they have: 

Approved the Keystone pipeline 
Approved the Dakota Access Pipeline 
Proposed devastating cuts to the EPA 
And allowed dumping of coal mining waste 

into our streams. 
And with every executive order rolling back 

President Obama’s progress on climate 
change issues, the current administration lives 
up to its belief that saving our planet is ‘‘a 
waste of [America’s] money.’’ But I stand here 
today to say ‘‘Not on our watch.’’ 

Our children’s air, drinking water and futures 
depend on our ability to hold corporations ac-
countable for their emissions and waste. 

For some in our country, this is literally a 
matter of life and death, as communities of 
color are more likely to live near polluting fa-
cilities or be ignored when they notice high 
levels of lead in their water systems. We are 
all connected to our environment. It impacts 
everyone. It is time we recognize that an injus-
tice anywhere is a threat to justice every-
where. 

Mr. Speaker, the past 100 days have shown 
us that this will be a long and arduous battle. 

But we cannot afford to get tired—our very ex-
istence is at stake. We must continue to build 
a movement that can fight back against the 
constant attacks on our communities and on 
our planet. That’s why we’re here today as 
members of the Congressional Black Caucus: 
to show unified resistance by fighting for our 
communities, our environment, and especially 
our planet. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. CLIFF L. WOOD 

HON. NITA M. LOWEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize Dr. Cliff L. Wood, who will retire from his 
position as President of Rockland Community 
College in Suffern, New York, this June. 

Dr. Wood has dedicated more than 50 years 
of service to community college education, 
having served in senior management positions 
at five institutions. In his 13 years as President 
of Rockland Community College, Dr. Wood 
has spearheaded several important initiatives 
including a subsidized childcare center for stu-
dents and teachers and a new technology 
center, and has overseen growth in the Col-
lege’s enrollment, community involvement and 
workforce development. His tireless efforts at 
the College have helped improve the lives of 
thousands of students. 

In addition to his work at Rockland Commu-
nity College, Dr. Wood has volunteered his 
leadership to many organizations, including 
Big Brothers Big Sisters, the Rockland Holo-
caust Museum & Study Center, Rockland 
Business Association, and Rockland Economic 
Development Corporation. He served as Presi-
dent of the New York Community College As-
sociation of Presidents, and is a member of 
New York Governor Andrew Cuomo’s Mid- 
Hudson Regional Economic Development 
Council. 

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Wood’s many accomplish-
ments in higher education, economic develop-
ment and civic involvement have had an unde-
niably positive impact on the communities he 
has served. I commend him for his out-
standing work, and I urge my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating him for his five dec-
ades of dedicated service. 

f 

MAHAM SEWANI SELECTED TO 
REPRESENT TEXAS AT CON-
GRESS OF FUTURE MEDICAL 
LEADERS 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Maham Sewani of Sugar Land, 
for being chosen to represent Texas as a Del-
egate at the Congress of Future Medical 
Leaders by the National Academy of Future 
Physicians and Medical Scientists. 

Maham was nominated for this position 
thanks to her excellent academic record and 
desire to enter the medical profession. 
Through this program, she will meet some im-
portant leaders in the medical field, including 

Nobel Prize winners and top medical school 
deans. The Congress of Future Medical Lead-
ers is hosted to help motivate the top students 
in the country to pursue their desired careers 
in the medical field. Maham is a student at 
Awty International School and a member of its 
debate team. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Maham Sewani for being selected for this 
honor. We are extremely proud and expect 
great things from her in the future. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MATTHEW 
BUTSON ON HIS OFFER OF AP-
POINTMENT TO ATTEND THE 
UNITED STATES NAVAL ACAD-
EMY 

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my great 
pleasure to pay special tribute to an out-
standing student from Ohio’s Fifth Congres-
sional District. I am pleased to announce that 
Matthew Butson of Metamora, Ohio has been 
offered an appointment to the United States 
Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland. 

Matthew’s offer of appointment permits him 
to attend the United States Naval Academy 
this fall with the incoming Class of 2021. At-
tending one of our nation’s military academies 
not only offers the opportunity to serve our 
country, but also guarantees a world-class 
education while undertaking one of the most 
challenging and rewarding experiences of their 
lives. 

Matthew brings an enormous amount of 
leadership, service, and dedication to the in-
coming Class of 2021. While attending St. 
John’s Jesuit High School in Toledo, Ohio, 
Matthew was a member of the National Honor 
Society, as well as serving on student council 
and as class vice president his senior year. 

Throughout high school, Matthew partici-
pated in football and basketball, serving as co- 
captain of the football team his senior year. I 
am confident that Matthew will carry the les-
sons of his student and athletic leadership to 
the Naval Academy. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Matthew Butson on the offer 
of his appointment to the United States Naval 
Academy. Our service academies offer the fin-
est military training and education available. I 
am positive that Matthew will excel during his 
career at the Naval Academy, and I ask my 
colleagues to join me in extending their best 
wishes to him as he begins his service to our 
Nation. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TOM MARINO 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to 
attend votes on May 1, 2017 due to a family 
medical issue. Had I been present, I would 
have voted as follows: YEA for rollcall vote 
237, YEA for rollcall vote 238, and YEA for 
rollcall vote 239. 
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